Then draw a semicircular line from one point to the other, over the anterior part of the leg, and in such a direction that its lower part shall touch the lower part of the tubercle on the tibia into which the ligament of the patella is inserted, and then mark another circle on the posterior part of the leg, exactly corresponding to the former.
Ihe above lines limit the two flaps, the former of which will be formed of the patella and its ligament, together with the investing integuments; and the latter of the head of the gastrocenemeus, the tendons of the flexor muscles, and the popliteal blood-vessels and nerves. The operator should first raise the anterior flap with the patella, which will expose the anterior part of the joint, and render the division of the lateral ligaments easy. Two or three strokes of the knife will then complete the section of the lower flaps, with the crucial ligaments.
In the case mentioned above, the patient recovered without the occurrence of any thing unpleasant. It was accomplished with less pain to the patient and trouble to the operator, than when the separation of a bone is required. The stump will obviously be more useful, as the lower part of it is formed by the patella, which becomes anchylosed to the femur. This operation has been deprecated by many, 
